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Since its founding in 2020, the Von Willebrand Disease Committee has been promoting the formation of a
European community of people with von Willebrand Disease (VWD).

The VWD Committee aims to provide support and ‘identity’ for the VWD community, whilst also promoting,
building, and maintaining a network of European VWD advocates. With the ambition to increase and improve
diagnosis and treatment options nationally and at the European level, today, on the birthday of Erik Adolf von
Willebrand, we want to raise global awareness of V\WD.

In 2023, on our first-ever VWD Awareness Day, we partnered with Agate Lielpetere, a Latvian visual artist, who
shined a light on one of the primary V\WWD symptoms — bruising — and the psychosocial impact on all PwVWD. The
project ‘How Did That Happen' was specifically created to raise awareness of VWD and all those impacted and
affected by the condition.

In 2024, following the success of the previous campaign, we are thrilled to unveil the European VWD identity and
the new motto.



Making the invisible visible

#VWDunited #VWDtogethere #beVWDaware
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Artist Statement

“It was a true joy to partner with EHC last year for the first-ever von
Willebrand Disease Awareness Day in the creation of the project “How
Did That Happen”. The heartwarming response we received from the
patients and the community was inspiring. When EHC reached out to me
with another collaboration proposal — for the creation of a graphical
identity for the European von Willebrand Disease Community — | was
happy to contribute. The symbol, a heart-shaped bruise taken from last
year's project, embodies the resilience and strength of individuals within
the VWD community, evoking a sense of unity and solidarity. Together
with the modern yet sleek typography selected for the logo, the symbol
communicates the contemporary ethos of the European VWD
Community, striking a balance between professionalism and
approachability. Together, these elements harmonize to form a visually
compelling representation of the organisation’s identity and mission.”

Agate Lielpétere

Agate Lielpétere (1995) is a Latvian visual artist living and working in £

Ljubljana, Slovenia. She holds a BA degree in arts and humanities from

the Art Academy of Latvia (graphic art). Currently undergoing MA

studies in Ljubljana in the Academy of Visual Arts (Contemporary visual L
practices). She has had numerous solo and group exhibitions both ;
locally and internationally. Her practice can be described as deeply

ironic, focusing on social problems and the search for identity.
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On this Von Willebrand Disease (VWD) Awareness Day, the EHC wants to shed light on a condition
that affects a huge part of our community. Since 2015 the EHC has been developing a platform to
address the needs of these patients and to help our National Members Organisations (NMOs) to
create adequate tools to fill the gaps in diagnosis, multidisciplinary care, and treatment for them.
VWD impacts not only individuals but also their families in a significant way.

With that and with the creation of the VWD Committee and a comprehensive plan, a community
of strength and resilience has been built.

Today, we stand in solidarity with those affected by VWD, knowing that our task is never
completed and that we need to continue to advocate for advancements in research and
treatment and to create empathy towards our community, so each part of it be an effective part
for all.

Let us use this day to spread awareness about VWD, to educate not only our patients with the
condition but also others about the signs and symptoms, and to foster a sense of understanding
and empathy, with the main objective of improving the quality of life for those with VWD.

Miguel Crato, EHC President




Jo Traunter,

EHC VWD Committee Co-chair

\wareness Day We have been Workrng very hard for the Iast

ush forward the needs ofthe patients Wlthm the VWD

munity on a European leveI and flnally, our visions and prOJects start

to become reahty



: Cathy Verbraeken,
EHC VWD Committee member




Laura Quintas,

EHC VWD Committee member

because together w1th them We can make the InVISIble
;’v‘isibl‘e even bigger and more powerful_'. From February‘
1st, everyone will be eble to hear what this VWD |s
hew it affecte us, etc. | hope that everyone will fih:d
something that suits them and that the invisible will

become visible.



